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Receipts  and  Expenditures 


AND  REPORT  OF  THE 


SUPERINTENDffla  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


OF    THE 


TOWN  OF  DURHAM, 


FOR   THE 


fear  ending  March  1,  1863. 


DOVER,   n  .   h  . 

GEO.  WADLEIGH,  PRINTER— ENQUIRER  OFFICE. 

1863. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE  SELECTMEN  AND  TREASURER  OP  THE 
TOWN  OF  DURHAM. 


1862.  PAID  OUTSTANDING  BILLS. 

April  4.  Paid  note  at  New  Market  Bank  $400  00 

George  Wadleigh  for  printing  Police 

laws  2  00 

George  Wadleigh  for  printing  Town 

Accounts  and  School  Report  24  00 

Nov.  12.  Chas.    W.    Woodman   for   drawing 

petition  to  Prob.  Ct.  relative  to 
Guardianship  of  C.  W.  Hayes  and 
advice  to  Selectmen  about  same  3  00 

C.  W.  Woodman  to  fee  in  same  mat- 
ter and  advice  to  Selectmen  about 

law  as  to  support  of  volunteers  5  00 

1863. 

Jan.  8.  J.  P.  Baker  serving  notices  on  Town 

Clerk  and  Selectmen  of  Madbury  3  50 

Jan.  24.         Wm.  F.  Jones  for  railing  Jones'  Creek 

bridge  5  00 

Wm.    Wiggin   for   balance   due   on 

soldiers'  account  16  57 

Wm.  Wiggin  cash  due  him   by  mis- 
take in  accounts  4  00 

1862. 

Oct.  9.  Ezra  Parsons  A.  M.  F.  Insurance  Co. 

assess'ts  1861  21  95 


1862.  BREAKING  ROADS  IN  WINTER. 

July  29.  Paid  Lucia  G.  Dame 

Aug.  8.  David  Foye 

Nov.  4.  Benjamin  Williams 

12  George  W.  Burnham 


$485  02 

2  50 

2  86 

5  68 

8  37 

186 


o 


Jan.  10. 

James  M.  Smart 

1  00 

Hale  Stevens 

3  00 

George  W.  Butler 

2  50 

Feb.  12. 

Moses  G.  Woodman 

3  00 

20 

Joseph  S.  Burnham 

11  75 

21 

John  Langley  $1  44 — JohnE.  Lang- 

ley  86 

2  30 

William  French 

3  00 

$51  96 

ABATEMENTS  IN  WILLIAM   B.  LANGMAID'S  LIST 

1861. 

J.  B.  Smith  over  taxed  3  24 

Town  Farm  tax  and  interest  22  72 

Henry  W.  Davis  over  taxed  70 

Joseph  Palmer  1  52 

Alfred  D.  Hoitt  1  52 

Benjamin  Emerson  1  52 

George  W.  Emerson  1  52 

Jedediah  Langley  over  taxed  71 


$33  45 

ALFRED  D.  HOITT'S  LIST— 1856. 
Mary  Cheswell  Guardian  of  Hannah  Cheswell      3  31 
Robert  Spurling  35 


GEORGE  W.  BUTLER'S  LIST— 1857. 
Seth  W.  Foye 
Henry  Edgerley 
Charles  Hook 
Abigail  Cheswell 
Joseph  Edgerley 
Jonathan  Haley 


3  66 

91 

91 

91 

2  93 

91 

91 

$7  t'g 
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EBEN'R  F.  DOE'S  LIST— 1860. 
Jacob  Shepard 
Samel  Stevens 
Jedediah  Langley 
William  Fernald 
Rosamand  Chesley 
Robert  Bickford 
Aaron  Corson 
Washington  G.  Mathes 


1862.  STATE  AND  COUNTY  TAXES. 

Dec.  2.  Paid  County  tax  for  1862 
Nov.  6.  State  tax  for  1862 


SCHOOL  MONEY. 
Dist.  No.  1.  Paid  J.  E.  Thompson 

2.  Winthrop  S.  Meserve 

3.  John  S.  Chesley 

4.  William  Tuttle 

Alfred  Demeritt    I.    Church's 
proportion 

5.  Lafayette  Hall 

"  Benj.  Williams  Newmarket  pro. 

6.  Nicholas  Drew 

7.  Stephen  Meader 

8.  Joseph  S  Burnham 

9.  William  Meader 

10.  Nathaniel  P.  Wiggin 


1  44 

1  44 

1  62 

'  90 

96 

44 

44 

99 

$8  23 

814  66 

392  20 

1205  86 

216  58 

64  75 

12  84 

122  96 

2  25 

114  50 

5  60 

70  90 

121  95 

109  03 

96  92 

71  27 

1076  55 


SOLDIERS'  ACCOUNT. 
State  Aid  from  March  11,  to  June  2,  1862. 
Paid  Martha  A.  Davis  32  40 

Angeline  P.  Starbird  32  40 

Ann  Smith  32  40 


Geo.  W.  Ffrost  for  C.  W.  Philbrick 

24  00 

Emerline  R.  Pcndergast 

8  00 

Frances  J.  Willey 

32  40 

Mary  Barrett 

22  40 

Ann  Vibbert 

32  40 

Mehitable  J.  Pinkham 

24  00 

Eliza  A.  Jones 

32  40 

Lydia  M.  Langley 

10  00 

Caroline  Starbird 

12  00 

Sarah  A.  Davis 

24  00 

Rebecca  Palmer 

12  00 

25  00 

6  00 

3  00 

1  00 

5  00 

$340  80 

Expenses  of  the  New  Road  adjoining  land  of  John  Mooney. 
July  5.  Pd  Henry  A.  Drew  for  building  the  road  238  50 
Aug.  26.       James  Smart   for  covering   stone    for 

bridge 
Dec.  14.       John  Drew  for  railing  bridge 
1863. 
Feb.  13.       George  W.  Butler  for  services 

John  E.  Thompson  for  services 

J.  B.  Smith  for  services 

$278  50 

Expenses   of  New    Road   adjoining   land   of  William    H. 

Bunker. 
May    13.  Pd  Wm.  B.  Wiggin  for  surveying  laud 
15.         Mrs.  Mary  Bunker's  award  for  land 
"  Wm.  H.  Bunker's  award  for  land 

"  Ephraim  Bunker  2d  award  for  land 

'•  Wm.  H.  Bunker  for  building  46  rods 

wall 
June    5.         Joseph  Smith  for  building  the  road 

10.         J.  B.  Smith  for  cash  paid  out 
Feb.  13.         George  W.  Butler  for  services 
"  J.  B.  Smith  for  services 

$160  75 


1  25 

10  00 

8  00 

47  50 

46  00 

38  00 

2  00 

3  00 

5  00 

ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 

Oct.  30.  Pd  Henry  A.  Drew  for  repairing  caus- 
way  near  the  dwelling  house  of 
Wm.  French  1  00 

Dec.  13.         John  Drew  for  3491  feet  bridge  plank      41  96 
G.  &  W.  P.    Ffrost  for   powder  and 

fuze  delivered  M.  W.  Langmaid  1  86 

1863. 
Feb.    1.  Thompson  Jackson  for   five    m   feet 

bridge  plank  62  50 

Whitney  &   Rand   for   powder   and 

fuze  delivered  Ezra  Parsons  5  25 

T.  Jackson  for   repairing   Jackson's 

Creek  Bridge  2  20 

Daniel    A.    Woodman   for   repairing 

causeway  2  90 

Feb.  20.  J.  S.  Burnham  for   606    feet   bridge 

plank  1  21 

J.  S.  Bennett  for   powder   and   fuze 

delivered  R.  Francis  1  12 


$132  06 


ABATEMENTS  IN  JACOB  MATHES'  LIST— 1862. 

Stephen  Kendall  over  taxed 

Samuel  C.  Carlton,  deceased,  poll 

Newmai'ket  Manufacturing  Co.  over  taxed 

Edmund  Pendergast,  past  seventy  years,  poll 

Samuel  R.  Buzzell  over  taxed 

Jonathan  Thompson,  past  seventy,  poll 

Bradbury  Wiggin  deceased, 

Joseph  Hepworth,  deceased,  poll 

Charles  H.  Davis,  deceased 

Daniel  Chesley  overtaxed 

Richard  Follett  poll 

Nathaniel  Demeritt 

Timothy  Demeritt  poll 

John  Starbird  • 

Jonathan  Drew's  heirs 

Charles  Stevens,  removed,  poll 

Parker  Stevens  poll 

Sylvester  Savage,  removed,  poll 


65 

1  52 

1  2T 

1  52 

1  10 

1  52 

95 

1  52 

1  84 

63 

1  52 

64 

1  52 

32 

32 

1  52 

1  52 

1  52 

$21  40 
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NONRESIDENT  HIGHWAY  TAXES  WORKED  OUT. 

Gorham  W.  Hoitt 50 

s   Israel  Demeritt 92 

Benjamin  Tuttle's  heirs 4  00 

Daniel  D.    Perkins 167 

James  McDaniels'   heirs 2  00 

Isaac  Chapman 1  33 

Elijah  York's   heirs 2  16 

Joseph  Durrell's  heirs 25 

Levi  J.  Priest 83 

Heury  Y.    Haj^es 24 

Jane  McDaniel 1  33 

Jeremiah  Mathes 6  00 

John  Smart 1  33 

John  M.  Smith's  heirs 2  67 

Dover  Packet  Co 67 

Patrick    Bean 66 

Parker  H.  Wilson's  heirs 100 

Levi    Chapman 100 

James  Glidden's  heirs 1  67 

Andrew  Baker's  heirs 167 

Ebenezer  L.  Bennett 50 

Mary  Stevens 2  00 

Samuel  Smart 4  33 

Joseph  D.  Stott 33 

Eliphalet  York 67 

Nathaniel  Stevens 1  67 

Joseph  L.  Pindar 1  33 

Mary  A.    Chapman 1  00 

William  A.    Jenkins 67 

Nathaniel   Ladd 1  33 


$45  73 
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GENERAL  EXPENSES. 
March  11.  Pd  E.  J.  Lane  for  blankbooks  and  Sta- 
tionery 5  si 
June    11.         Morrill    for  kerosene   burners    and 

,   chimneys  3  35 

July    19.         H.  W.  B.    Grover's  bill   on   hearse 

house  11  32 

Aug.    2,0.         Town  Clerk  Newmarket   for  search- 
ing1 records  1  00 
Oct.    14.         E.  Parsons  for  Insurance    Policy  for 
Town  House 
"              E.  Parsons  assessment  bill 
Nov.    1.          T.  C.  Clark  for  sto\«  for  office 
1863. 
Jan.     3.           Clark  Mathes  for  damage  to  carriage 

24.  H.  Grover  for  care  of  hearse 

25.  J.  W.  Coe  for  stationery 

30.  Win.  P.  Jones  for  services  at  Concord 

31.  G.  &  W.  P.  Ffrost's   bill  on  hearse 

house  *and  coal  21  81 
Feb.  10.           Superintendent    House  of  Reforma- 
tion for  Asa  Mathes  63  00 
12.          Rufus  Willey's  bill  on  hearse  house  2  09 
"           John  E.  Thompson's  bill  33  00 
"           George  W.  Butler's  bill  33  25 
14.          Samuel  Runlett's  bill  25  46 
21.          J.  B.  Smith's  bill  46  00 
"            Jacob  Mathes  for  services  as  Collector  50  00 
"           Rev.  A.  Tobey  for  services  of  Super. 
"                School  Committee  36  00 
"            Alfred  S.  Thompson  for   services   as 

police  officer  2  00 

"            J.  B.  Smith  for  cash  paid  out  6  05 


2  90 

5  85 

15'00 

4  00 

2  00 

1  35 

1  28 

$3U  98 
April  21.  Pd  note  due  Newmarket  Bank  300  00 
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May  24.          A.  XI.  Woodman  interest  on  note  24  00 

Aug.  14.           A.  H.' Woodman  interest  on  note  12  00 

Jan.   10.          J.  IT.  Deog  interest  on  note  6  20 
Oct.  25.           S.    H.   'Green     for    recruiting  nine 

month's  men  5  00 
Jan.  10.          J.  B.  Smith  for  services   in    relation 

to  soldiers  40  00 

"           J.  B.  Smith  for  interest  on  money  20  80 

"           J.  B.  Smith's  expenses  to  Concord  7  83 


$115  83 


AMOUNT  OF  MONEY  RECEIVED. 
Received  money  in  Treasury  March  1862 

Literary  fund 

Railroad  tax 

Rent  of  wharves 

for  stove 

for  Town  Hall 

for  rent  of  store 

Resident  tax 

Non-resident  tax 

Non-resident  highway 
Aug.  18.  of  State  Treasurer  paid  as  State  aid  from 

March  to  June 
Apr.  21.  of  Frances  Durgin  for  note 


188  40 

98  55 

277  48 

1  85 

2  00 

3  00 

40  00 

3244  84 

108  91 

57  24 

340  80 

300  00 

$4663  13 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Paid  outstanding  bills  589  80 

State  and  County  taxes  1205  86 

School  money  1076  55 
Expenses  of  new  road   near    Wm.    French's 

house  2T8  50" 
Expenses  of  new  road  near  Wm.  H.  Bunker's 

house  160  75 

for  roads  and  bridges  and  plank  132  06 

Abatements  in  Jacob  Mathes'  list  1862  21  40 

General  expenses  371  98 

Town  farm  tax  22  55 

Non-resident  highway  tax  worked  out  45  73 

State  aid  from  March  to  June  340  80 

.      Note  due  Newmarl^t  Bank  300  00 

Interest  on  notes  and  money  115  83 

Cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer  1  32 


Selectmen  of 
Durham. 


$4663  13 

JOSHUA  B.  SMITH, 
JOHN  E.  THOMPSON, 
GEO.  W.  BUTLER, 

We  hereby  certify  that,  having  examined  the   foregoing 

accounts,  we  find   the    same  correctly   cast    and    properly 

vouched  and  find  a  balance  of  one    dollar    and   thirty-two 

cents  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer. 

JOHN  MOONEY,  )  Auditor_ 
JOSEPH  SMITH,  y 


Amount  of  three  year's  bounties  paid 
nine  month's  bounties  paid 


Due  from  Town  March,  1862 
Aug.  18.  Received  of  State  Treasurer 
for  State  aid  paid  prior  to 
March 


Indebtedness  of  Town 


110!)  00 

577  00 
$523  00 


11880  00 
1500  00 

$13380  00 


$13903  00 


175  00 

6  00 

) 

20  13 

3  86 

8  50 
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REPORT  OF  E.  THOMPSON, 
Overseer  of  the  Poor  for  the  Town  of  Durham,  for  the  year 
ending  March  I,  1863. 
The  Expenditures  and  Income  have  been  as^follows  : 
OUTSTANDING  BILLS— April  1,  1862. 

DR. 
Paid  the  Appraisers  Feb.   1862  4  00 

F.  B.  Stevens  for  services  as  Keeper  foryear 

ending-  April  i,  1S62 
Mrs  Stevens 
J.  S.  Burnhara,  supplies  (inc.  J.  W.  Coe'sbill) 

for  John  McDaniel  1861 
Samuel  Runlet,  sawing  lumber 
Dr  Flanders,  atten'ce  on  R.  Colby 

$217  49 
BILLS  AT  THE  FARM. 

E.  Thompson,  bills  paid  as  follows  : 

300  lbs  guano  $10,  108  stakes  $1,  paid  girl  at 
house  50c,  harness  $5,  heifer  bot  $13,  coffin  for 
Willey  girl  $4,  use  of  ox  wagon  50c 

George  Long,  labor  on  farm 

M.  Randell,  labor  haying  19c  1,25 

Tax  in  Madbury 

S.  Runlet,  sawing 

G.  &  Wm.  P.  Ffrost   (including  4,09  paid  L.  Foss 

for  repairs)  supplies  82,35,  less  9,82  cr.  on  a'c 

James  Twombly,  shoe  bill 

J.  W.  Coe,  supplies 

F.  B.  Stevens,   1  heifer 

"  purchases  as  per  bill  rendered  to  over- 
seer, including  B.  Doe's  labor,  20,42  102  06 
J.  T.  Hanson  (barter)  69  91 
N.  Stevens,  pressing  hay  14  1-2  tons  21  75 
M.  Willey,  labor  on  repairs  9  60 
James  Butler,  haying  at  1,75  per  day  13  50 
R.  Willey,  blacksmith  work  16  .°>-! 

. 

479  34 


34  00 

36  00 

23  75 

3  84 

4  71 

72  53 

1  75 

43  62 

26  00 

13 
POOR  AWAY  FROM  FARM. 

E.  Thompson,  bills  paid  20  88 
J.  D.  Sullivan,  wood  Mrs  Shepard  2  25 

"                      Mrs  French  2  25 

M.  Glover,  services  35  00 

J.  D.  Sullivan,  wood  for  Shuttleworth  2  00 

A.  B.  Thompson  1  25 

J.  Barret,  service  7  00 

D.  Foye,  wood  for  Mrs  Durant  2  50 

T.  Young,  supplies  for  Shuttleworth  14  "75 

J.  Sullivan  &  Sons  3  bills  22  02 

J.  Mooney  3  50 

Mrs  Hook         bed  1  57 

Dr  Martin,     amputation,  &c.  32  00 

Dr  Flanders  55  00 

J.  Young  2d,     3  bills  30  00 

T.  Murray,     Crane  family  52  50 

Dr  Greene  41  00 

Z.  D.  Creighton,  3  bills  7S  00 

Dr  Flanders         (J.   Shepard)  3  25 

(French)  3G  00 

G.  &  W.  P.  Ffrost       "  15  79 

(J.  Leathers)  4  52 

(Shuttleworth)  22  77 

(Shepard)  7  36 

Newmarket  Man'g  Co.     rent  28  00 

N.  H.  Leavitt  &  Co.  89  31 

Dr  Kittredge,    1861  20  00 

G.L.Dearborn  13  00 

J.  W.  Coe         3  bills  .      2  76 

F.  B.  Stevens,  bedstead  1  00 
J.  T.  Hanson  Mrs  Durant  5  00 
Ira  T.  Jenkins  "  3  00 
J.  Drew                          "  7  50 

•      662  46 
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GENERAL  EXPENSE. 
E.  Thompson  as  overseer 
Interest  on  money 
Postage  and  paper 
Paid  C.  Whiton  for  going  to  Effingham 


CR.— RECEIPTS  FROM  THE  FARM 
Received  for  breaking  roads 

labor  of  F.  B.  Stevens 

B.  Doe 
sales  oxen,  calves,  &c.  as  per  bill 
produce  barter  a'c  with  J.  T.  Hanson 
hay  sold  at  $15 
rent  of  house 
sales  to  N.  Stevens 

M.  Willey 

J.  Butler 


CR— POOR  AT  FARM. 
Received  of  Strafford  County 

POOR  AWAY. 
Received  of  Strafford  County 

RECAPITULATION. 
DR. — Outstanding  bills 
Alms  House  bills 
Poor  away  from  farm 
General  Expenses 


CR. — Sales  from  farm 

County  poor  at  farm 

do  away 

Balance  reported  last  year 
Error  last  year 


Balance  in  my  hands  $350,48. 


43  50 

10  00 

1  00 

2  00 

56  50 

6  63 

1  50 

1  50 

245  35 

73  27 

212  65 

16  00 

7  37 

2  50 

4  50 

57127 

463  25 

564  46 

217  49 

479  34 

662  46 

56  50 

1415  79 

571  27 

463  25 

564  46 

166  04 

1  25 

1766  2^ 
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Accompanying  is  a  list  of  personal  property  at  the  Farm, 
by  which  it  will  appear  that  the  total  is  ample  in  quantity. 
In  addition  to  the  amount  of  sales  rendered,  a  quantity  of 
provision  to  the  value  of  $9,39  has  been  furnished  Mrs  J. 
French  who  has  been  assisted  as  a  town  pauper  the  past 
year.  E.  THOMPSON,  Overseer  of  the  Poor. 

Durham,  March  2,  1863. 

Durham,  Feb.  24,  1863. — We,  the  subscribers,  Auditors 
of  the  town  of  Durham,  hereby  certify  that  the  entries  in 
the  foregoing  accounts  are  accurately  cast  and  properly 
vouched.  JOHN  MOONEY, 

JOSEPH   SMITH. 


PERSONAL  PROPERTY  AT  THE  TOWN  FARM, 
February  20,  1863. 


STOCK. 

1  pr  Oxen  6  ft  10  in. 

1   Horse, 

7  good  Cowg, 

2  good  Shoats, 

1  two  year  old  Heifer, 

20  Hens. 

FARMING  UTENSILS. 

2  yokes  with  appt, 
1     do     without  do 

1  iron  bar, 

1  work  harness, 

3  ox  chains, 

1  wagon     do 

2  trace  do 

1  old  wagon 

2  shovels 

1  sleigh 

1  manure  fork 

1  string  bells 

5  hay  forks 

1  buffalo  robe 

1  horse  rake 

2  axes 

1  drag     do 

2  carts  and  wheels 

1  hand     do 

1  ox  sled 

1  manure  digger 
1  whiffltree 

2  hay  carts 

1  horse  cultivator 

1  ox  harrow 

4  snaths 

1  colter  do 

1  bush  scythe 

1  plow 

1  handsaw 

1  drag 

1  stone  hammer 

1  auger 
1  wood  saw 

1  grindstone,  2  hoes 

12  tie  chains 

16 
DAIRY. 


1  butter  stamp 

1  churn 

3  cheese  hoops 

1  cheese  press 

1     do       tub 

2     do       safe  cloths 

1     do       basket 

1     do       cloth 

41  milk  pans  (tin) 

3  earthern  pans 

5     do  pails 

2  butter  boxes 

1  strainer 

1  skimmer 

1  cream  pail 

3  stone  jars 

3T  lbs  butter 

1 12  lbs  cheese 

7  earthern  pots 

PANTRY. 

1  gal  molasses 

4  lbs  sugar 

1  1-2  bush  meal 

1  sugar  box 

1  sieve 

1  bbl  flour 

2  small  boxes 

1  molasses  jug 

1  lb  saleratus 

1       do        can 

1  lb  tea 

PROVISIONS  IN  CELLAR  &  CORN  HOUSE. 

3  1-4  bbls  pork 

2  bbls  apples 

2  bbls  beef 

125  bush  potatoes 

5  pots  lard 

1  bbl  vinegar 

3  legs  bacon  60  lbs 

11  bush  barley 

20  bush  corn 

20  lbs  dried  apples 

1-2  bush  col  beans 

1  1-2  bbls  white  beans 

50  lbs  fish 

BEDS  &  BEDDING. 
10  bedsteads  13  feather  beds 

26  pillows  24  bed  spreads 

20  pillow  cases  19  sheets 

KITCHEN  UTENSILS. 
1  cook  stove  with  appt  1  air  tight  stove 

1  coffee  mill  1  lantern 

2  water  pails,  2  wash  tubs         1  wash  board 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
2  meal  bags  1  iron  kettle 

6  galls  soap  4  cords  hard  wood 

1  lb  snuff  4  cords  pine  wood 

29  doz  candles  1  ton  straw 

16  tons  hay  1  table  covering 

W.  SMITH  MESERVE,  )     . 

JAMES  M.  PENDEXTER,     j    Appraisers. 
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REPORT 

OF   THE   SUPERINTENDING  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE, 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING    MARCH,    1863. 

I  respectfully  offer  to  the  town  the  annual  report  requir- 
ed on  the  condition  of  the  schools  during'  the  year.  Many 
of  the  most  important  facts  are  presented  by  the  following 
table  : 

District.    Names  of  Teachers.  Weeks  of    Wages      No.  of        Average 

School,  pr.  month.  Scholars,  attendance. 


Slimmer. 

No. 

1,  Sarah  E.  Ham, 
Winter. 

14 

$20 

52 

42 

Charles  Joy, 

IT 

SO 

64 

4T 

Summer  dr  Fall. 

No. 

2,  Oliver  G.  Hoitt, 
Winter. 

19 

IT 

16 

12 

Horace  P.  Butler, 

not  finished. 

Summ<  r. 

No. 

3,  Abbie  M.  Clark, 
Winter. 

1 

14 

13 

12 

Lydia  S.  Jones, 

94 

18 

13 

11 

Summer. 

No. 

4,  Bernice  A.  Demeritt, 
Winter. 

10 

18 

16 

14.3 

Charles  W.  Coffin, 

11 

24 

20 

16.55 

Summer. 

No. 

5,  Bernice  A.  Demeritt, 
Winter. 

9 

18 

32 

28 

Bernice  A.  Demeritt, 

14 

20 

42 

34 

Summer. 

No. 

6,  Rhoda  J.  Daviy, 
Winter. 

8 

15 

11 

8 

Rhoda  J.  Davis, 

11 

2-5 

16 

11 

9.34 

Summer. 

No. 

7,  Sarah  A.  Emerson, 
Winter. 

11 

1-2 

14 

2T 

22.5 

Mary  A.  Davis, 

12  3-i 

22 

31 

26.4 

■Summer. 

No. 

8,  Mary  J.  Drew, 
Winter. 

T 

20 

33 

26 

Mary  J.  Drew, 

12  3-5 

20 

31 

26 

18 

Summer. 
No.  9,  James  W.  Leighton,         8  20     42         32  * 

Winter. 
James  W.  Leighton,  9  2-5    20      42  33 

Summer. 
No.  10,  Harriet  A.  Langley,         8  16      22  20.3 

Winter. 
Harriet  A.  Langley,  8  4-5    16      24  2.14 

It  is  certainly  a  matter  for  rejoicing  that,  with  truth  it 
may  be  said,  all  the  schools  in  town  during  the  year  have 
done  well.  Of  course  there  have  been  different  degrees  of 
success. 

In  District  No.  1,  the  teacher  of  the  summer  school  was 
competent,  kind,  faithful^tnd  successful.  The  teacher  of 
the  winter  school,  the  same  as  in  the  two  previous  years, 
heretofore  very  acceptable,  improves  with  increased  expe- 
rience, as  every  good  teacher  will. 

The  benefit  of  the  school  in  District  No.  2,  is  fully  doub- 
led by  its  union  with  the  adjoining  district  in  Madbury. 
Before  the  union  it  was  too  small  and  too  short  for  a  good 
school.  Now  it  has  about  the  right  number  of  scholars, 
(only  those  of  this  town  are  numbered  in  this  report)  and 
is  long  enough  to  make  some  perceptible  progress.  The 
summer  and  fall  school,  by  the  same  teacher  who  was  em- 
ployed last  year,  did  very  well  as  heretofore.  The  young 
man  employed  in  the  winter  school,  though  not  of  equal 
qualifications  with  some  female  teachers,  is  doing  well. 
The  school  begun  late  and  is  not  finished. 

In  No.  3  the  summer  school  was  taught  by  one  who  has 
been  employed  in  the  same  district  several  times  before, 
and  was  very  good.  The  winter  school  had  a  teacher  of 
much  experience  and  good  qualifications,  and  was  also 
very  good. 

In  No.  4  the  summer  school  had  an  excellent  teacher, 
and  was  very  good,  though  small  ;  and  the  winter  school, 
somewhat  larger,  kept  by  one  previously  a  stranger,  was 
also  very  good. 

A  better  house  in  a  better  location  is  exceedingly  desira- 
ble in  this  district.     The  present  house  stands   on  ground 
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which  is  naturally  wet,  is  not  well  arranged  for  the  success- 
ful management  of  a  school,  and  is  so  out  of  repair  that,  in 
a  very  cold  day,  it  cannot  be  made  comfortable. 

The  school  in  No.  5,  having  the  same  very  successful 
and  well  beloved  teacher  as  in  the  year  before,  was  among 
the  best  conducted  schools  in  town.  But  the  antiquated, 
uncomely  and  inconvenient  house  is  a  real  hindrance  to  the 
usefulness  of  the  school. 

In  No.  6  the  same  teacher  in  summer  and  in  winter  did 
very  well,  as  well  as  could  be  expected  in  so  small  a  school. 
It  would  be  easier  to  awaken  and  keep  up  an  interest  with 
a  larger  number  of  scholars.  The  house  is  not  in  a  good 
condition. 

In  No.  7  the  summer  school  appeared  in  good  order  and 
well  taught,  though  I  wanted  to  see  more  enthusiasm 
among  the  scholars  in  their  proper  work.  In  the  winter 
the  teacher  was  perfectly  familiar  with  all  the  subjects  of 
study  and  ready  in  the  use  of  her  knowledge,  had  entire 
control  of  the  scholars,  interested  them  in  their  work,  and, 
on  the  whole,  is  rarely  surpassed  by  any  one  in  the  same 
situation. 

In  No.  8  the  same  teacher  as  the  year  before  was  em- 
ployed for  both  seasons,  and  with  the  like  very  good, 
though  perhaps  not  increased  success. 

In  No.  9,  contrary  to  the  former  custom  of  this  district, 
a  male  teacher  was  employed  for  both  the  summer  and 
winter  schools.  Patient,  faithful,  laborious,  though  a  little 
deficient  in  promptness,  he  did  well.  But  the  school  can 
hardly  be  placed  in  the  first  rank. 

The  teacher  of  the  school  in  No.  10  came  to  it  a  stranger, 
with  much  experience  elsewhere,  and  with  a  high  degree 
of  wakeful  energy,  and  so  waked  up  the  the  interest  of  the 
scholars  as  to  do  them  much  good.  But  the  house  is  in  a 
bad  conidtion. 

Most  of  our  school  houses  are*in  pretty  good   condition. 
But  in  four  districts,  Nos.  4,  5,  6,  and  10,  the  houses  ought 
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to  be  remodeled  and  thoroughly   repaired,  or   new   houses 
built. 

Iu  some  way  too  great  a  variety  of  text-books  have  come 
into  our  schools.  Half  a  dozen  or  more  different  Grammars, 
as  many  Arithmetics  and  nearly  as  many  Geographies  make 
a  larger  diversity  than  is  necessary.  Among  several  text- 
books it  is  often  not  very  material  which  is  chosen.  Their 
merits  are  not  very  unequal.  But  it  is  of  much  importance 
that  there  be  a  good  degree  of  uniformity  in  the  books 
used,  in  order  that  scholors  may  be  well  classed,  and  not 
so  divided  that  none  can  receive  proper  attention,  or  if 
some  do,  others  cannot. 

The  series  of  Readers  which  have  been  used  now  for 
eight  or  ten  years,  has  become  so  familiar  to  many  scholars, 
that  for  this  reason  a  change  seems  desirable.  The  series 
called  the  Progressive  Readers  has  come  into  some  schools 
from  their  use  iu  the  neighboring  towns  of  Newmarket  and 
Madbury.  I  recommend  their  introduction  into  all  the 
schools  gradually,  as  they  can  be  brought  in  without  addi- 
tion to  the  usual  expense  of  books. 

One  of  the  teachers  makes  this  statement  in  his  report  : 
"  After  laboring  faithfully  to  beneiit  the  scholars  of  this 
district,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  at  least  one 
third  of  the  money  is  wasted.  And  my  reasons  for  sayino- 
so  are  these  :  1st.  There  is  no  union  of  feeling  in  the  dis- 
trict. 2d.  Because  of  the  situation  and  condition  of  the 
school  house.  3d.  Because  of  the  character  of  certain  schol- 
ars, which  is  beyond  the  power  of  any  teacher  to  correct, 
while  they  are  under  such  influence  at  home." 

I  commend  this  statement  to  the  consideration  of  the 
people  in  the  district.  Some  facts  of  it,  perhaps  all.  apply 
fitly  to  more  than  one  district. 

The  greatest  hindrances  to  the  usefulness  of  our  schools, 
during  the  year  past,  have  been  the  irregularity  of  attend- 
ance on  the  part  of  many  scholars,  aud  the  lack  of  a  wise 
interest  on  the  part  of  many  parents.  A  scholar  absent 
one  quarter  of  the  time  will  be  likely  to   lose   one   half  the 
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benefit  which  he  might  obtain  from  the  school.  He  cannot 
keep  along  properly  Avith  his  class,  unless  he  is  a  much 
better  scholar  than  the  others.  He  must  commonly  omit 
the  lessons  recited  in  his  absence,  or  get  them  but  partial- 
ly ;  and  then  he  is  not  prepared  to  get  well  those  which 
fallow.  Thus  he  is  compelled  to  be  a  much  poorer  scholar 
than  he  would  be  if  constant.  And  it  is  natural  that  he 
should  lose  his  interest  and  become  discouraged,  if  he  is 
not  before  careless  and  stupid. 

The  lack  of  a  wise   and  constant  interest  on  the   part  of 
parents  is  the  cause  of  much  irregularity  in  scholars.    Some- 
times a  parent  will  take  his  child  out   of  school  a  day  for 
his  own  convenience,  but   greatly    to  the  disadvantage    of 
the  child.     And  children  are  sometimes  out  from   the  want 
of  proper  care  and  government  by  the  parents.     They   do 
not  think  much  of  the  school  because  their  parents  do  not 
think  much  of  it  ;  and  so  they  are  easily  tempted   to    play 
truant,  and  not  easily  and  effectually  corrected.     Yet  these 
same  uninterested,  misguided   parents  will    often  complain 
of  a  good  teacher  without  reason.     They  too  readily   take 
the  unreasonable  complaints  of  their  children,   and"  accuse 
the  teacber  of  partiality  and  injustice,  when  the  real    diffi- 
culty lies  in  the  idleness  and  perverseness,  if  not  the  false- 
hood of  the  children,  and  the  foolish  jealousy  of  the  parents. 
It  should  be  remembered  that  every  one,  in   giving   an  ac- 
count of  a   disagreement   between  himself  and   another,  is 
apt  to  represent  his  own  side  the  most   favorable,  if  in   no 
other  way,  by  omitting  to   speak  of  his   own   faults    and 
speaking  of  what  he  thinks  are  the  faults  of  the  other  party. 
And  the  story  of  your  child,  when  he  disagrees   with  his 
teacher,  should  never  be  received  without   careful  inquiry 
and  the  most  candid  judgment  upon  it.     He  is  more  likely 
to   be   wrong  than  the  teacher,    and   you    do   your  child 
a  great  injury  if  you  show   any  disposition   to  encourage 
him  in  what  is  wrong.     You  make   him  thoughtless  of  his 
own  faults  or  blind  to  them,  and  help  him  to  pursue  those 
evils  ways  which  end  in  destruction. 
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Every  family,  and  especially  those  who  have  little  prop- 
erty, should  be  careful  to  secure  for  their  children  all  the 
advantages  of  our  public  schools.  The  poor  man,  who 
gives  his  children  the  best  education,  which  may  be  obtain- 
ed without  cost  in  our  schools,  with  an  example  of  thorough 
honesty,  industry,  faithfulness  in  all  duty,  and  trust  in  God, 
provides  them  a  better  inheritance  than  the  largest  amount 
of  wealth. 

I  append  a  list  of  books,  which  I  think  generally  suffi- 
cient for  the  schools  in  this  town. 

The  Bible,  the  Progressive  Readers  and  the  Progressive 
Speller,  by  Tower  &  Holbrook  ;  Colburn's  Intellectual 
Arithmetic,  and  Eaton's  or  Greenleaf  s  Arithmetic  ;  Col  ton 
and  Fitch's  Geography  ;  Tower's  Elements  of  Grammar, 
and  Brown's   Institutes  of  Grammar. 

ALVAN  TOBEY,  Sup.  School  Com. 

Durham,  N.  H.  March  3,  1863. 
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